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SIRA, OCIO, and the Electronic Business Center (EBC) are pleased to announce that Applicants have 
begun submitting elDS forms via ePAVE. Up to 50 US Patents and 50 US Pre-Grant Publications may 
be cited on each elDS. Examiners can copy and paste US Patent and US Pre-Grant Publication 
numbers from the elDS to EAST and/or WEST for searching. 

Key Poin ts \ 

• A paper elDS Form , similar to the 1449, will be placed in the Examiner's Application Folder for the 

Examiner to initial, sign, date, and return to the Applicant. 

• Up to 50 US Patents and 50 US Pre-Grant Publications may be cited on each elDS. 

• An elDS is electronic, which requires no additional physical storage space in an Examiner's office. 

• Application numbers may be wanded using the Examiner's bar code reader. 

• Copy and Paste US Patent and US Pre-Grant Publication numbers from elDS to EAST and/or 

WEST to conduct initial searches. 

• Paper versions of the cited US Patents and US Pre-Grant Publications do not need to be 

submitted. 

• Printed copies of cited Foreign Patents and Non-Patent Literature need to be mailed to the USPTO 

for consideration. 

• Examiners may notice numbering gaps in the "Citation No." column on the printed elDS Form due 

to an Applicant data entry error. This will not affect the elDS and is no cause for alarm. To see 
an example, select here . 


Action Required by Examiners 

To use the elDS tool, Examiners must double-click on the elDS icon located on their desktop: 

Examiners can also key-in the URL for the elDS search page using Internet Explorer: 
https://garcia.uspto.qov:7101/efs/IDSSearch.isp 



Examiners will use the printed elDS Form, found in their Application Folder to initial the US Patents and 
US Pre-Grant Publications that they reviewed. The Examiner will then sign and date the elDS Form and 
submit it to their LIE for processing and mailing. 

Contact Information 

To provide feedback or suggestions, please e-mail Patent Automation Feedback . 
For assistance, please contact Don Levin at 305-4413. 



